Communiqué regarding the reception in the UGCC of the Declaration of the Dicastery of the
Doctrine of the Faith “Fiducia Supplicans” on the pastoral meaning of blessings.

In response to numerous appeals from bishops, clergy, monastics, ecclesial movements and individual
laity of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church regarding the Declaration of the Dicastery of the Doctrine

of the Faith “Fiducia Supplicans” (18 December 2023) on the pastoral meaning of blessings, and after

consulting with relevant experts and competent institutions, | wish to inform you of the following:

1 The above-mentioned Declaration interprets the pastoral meaning of blessings in the Latin
Church, not in the Eastern Catholic Churches. It does not address questions of Catholic faith or morals,
nor does it refer to any prescriptions of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches (CCEQ), nor does
it mention Eastern Christians. Thus, on the basis of Canon 1492 of the CCEO, this Declaration applies
exclusively to the Latin Church and has no legal force for the faithful of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church.

2 The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church is one of the Eastern Catholic Churches, therefore it has
its own liturgical, theological, canonical, and spiritual heritage, which all the faithful are obliged to
observe and cherish (CCEOQ, canons 39-41). The meaning of “blessing” in the UGCC and the Latin
Church is different.

3 According to the liturgical practice of our Church, the blessing of a priest or bishop is a liturgical
gesture that cannot be separated from the rest of the content of the liturgical rites and reduced to the
circumstances and needs of private piety (Catechism of the UGCC “Christ — our Pascha”, paras. 505-
509).

4 According to the traditions of the Byzantine rite, the concept of “blessing” means approval,
permission, or even a spiritual directive for a certain type of action, prayer or ascetic practice, including
certain types of fasting and prayer. Obviously, the blessing of a priest always has an Evangelical and
Catechetical dimension, and therefore can in no way contradict the teaching of the Catholic Church
about the family as a faithful, indissoluble, and fruitful union of love between a man and a woman,
which Our Lord Jesus Christ raised to the dignity of the Holy Sacrament of Matrimony. Pastoral
prudence urges us to avoid ambiguous gestures, expressions and concepts that would distort or
misrepresent God’s word and the teaching of the Church.

The blessing of the Lord be upon you!
T SVIATOSLAV
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KOMYHIKATwoaopeuenuii B YTKLlgeknapauii [ukactepiiBipoByeHHs «FIDUCIA
SUPPLICANS»npogylwunactupcbke3Ha4eHHAONarocnoBeHb

BignosigatounHa YncneHHi3BepHEHHAENUCKONIB, JyXOBEHCTBA, MOHALLECTBA,

LLePKOBHUXPYXIBTA NOOAUHOKUXMUPSAHYKpaTHCLKOIT peko-
KatonuupskoillepksuwonofexnapauiiukactepiisipoByeHHs «FiduciaSupplicans» (18 rpyans 2023 p.)
nponacTopanbHUACEHCOarocnoBeHb,

NICNAKOHCYNbTALiNi3 BiANOBIZHUMUEKCTIEPTAMMUTA KOMMNETEHTHUMMUIHCTUTYLISSIMUNPArHynoBigOMUTUTaKe

1. BuwesragaHafleknapadisgtpaktyenactopanbHuiniceHcbnarocnoseHb y JlatuHebkinLlepksi,

a He y CxigHnxKatonuubkuxLlepksax. BoHaHe po3rnsaaenuTaHHAKaTOMMLbKOIBIpK Yumoparni,

Yy HinHe nogatoTbcsxoaHinpunucnKopekcykanoHisanaCxigHuxLiepkoBTa He 3ragyroTbCACXIAHIXPUCTUSH
n. OTxe, Ha nigcTasikaH. 1492 KKCL, ua [JeknapavisicrocyetscscyTollatuHebkoiLlepkau

| He MaenpasoBoicMNMAnABIpHUXYKpaiHCLKOIl peko-KaTonuubkoillepksu.

2. YkpaiHcbkal peko-Katonuubkallepksa € ogHietosi CxigHnxKaTonuubkuxLiepkos,
TOMYMA€ECBONITYPriHY, BOroCNOBCbLKY, KAHOHIYHYTA AYXOBHYCNAALLMHY,

SIKOIBCIBIPHI3000B’ A3aHigoTpumMyBaTucsaTa skynosuHHinnekatn (KKCL, kaH. 39—41). 3Ha4eHHANOHATTS
«bnarocnoseHHs» B YKL Ta JlatuHcbkinLlepksi € BigMiHHAMM.

3. BignosigHogo 6orocnyxboBoinpakTukuHaLuoillepksu, 6rarocnoBeHHACBSLEHHNKA YUENUCKona

€ NITYPrinHNMXECTOM, SKUMHEMOXITMBOBIAOKPEMUTUBIAPELLTUIMICTYNITYPriHUX0BPSAIB

| 3BecTunnweno obcrasuH i noTpednpusaTHoinoboxHocTi (Katexuam YIKL «Xpuctoc — Hawallacxay,
n. 505-509).

4. 3a TpaguLi MMBI3aHTINCEKOro0BpsSaYNoHATTS «BnarocnoBeHHs» 03HaYaeCXBaneHHs,

[03BiST YUHABITbHAKA3LLOA0MNEBHOrOBUAYBUYMHKIB, MOSTMTOBHO-aCKETUYHUXNPAKTHK,
30KpEMaoKpeMmnxBuaiBnoctyta monutan. O4eBnaHo, Lo 611aroCroBeHHs

3 BOKYCBSLLEHHOCNYKUTENA3ABXKAMMAEEBAHTENI3ALIINHIN | KATEXUTUYHUABUMIP, TOMY

B XOAHOMYpasiHe MoxecynepeunTueyeHHioKaTonnubkoiLlepkBunpoCimM oK BipHUIA, HEPO3PUBHUM
| NNiAHUIACO3MIOO0BIMIKYONOBIKOMTA XIHKOHO,

skuil ocnogeHatwlcycXpuctocnigHicao rigHocTiCeatoroTaiHcTBallogpyxoks.


https://www.vaticannews.va/uk/vatican-city/news/2023-12/dekratsija-pro-blagoslovennya-nevregulovanykh-par.html

[MacTMpCbKaBTOPOMHICTLCNOHYKAEHACYHUKATUABO3HAYHNXKECTIB, BUCMNOBIOBAHD | NOHATb, 5Ki 6
BMKPWBIOBaNN YMCnoTBOpIoBanMboxecnoBoTa BUeHHsALepkaw.

bnarocnosenHsal ocnogHeHa Bac!

1 CBATOCJIAB



