Christmas Pastoral of the Hierarchs of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States of America to clergy,
religious, seminarians, and laity

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear”.(1 John 4:18)

Dear brother and sisters in Christ!

On this blessed, glorious day, we embrace you with words of hope, peace, and solidarity.

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

In the joy of the Nativity, let us raise our prayers to the Prince of Peace, beseeching Him to bestow His
peace, one that heals, restores, and makes whole.Peace, healing, and renewal is what we all need:
Ukraine, torn by the devastating war, which brings untold pain and suffering; our schools and cities
agonized by mass shootings and violence; refugees stuck on our borders who try to flee from
destitution and menace; our families and communities enduring internal discords and external
pressure; our hearts tormented by doubts, fears, uncertainties, and anxieties.

The Lord comes to all of us and says: “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world
gives do | give it to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27)

In the midst of severe trials and personal challenges, we assure you that God is with you, and God’s
truth will prevail. Cherish your spiritual resilience, examine the depth of your heart. It is our God-given
dignity, our true identity that Jesus comes to restore.

When we understand who we truly are and live our identity and vocation, the enemy — both internal and
external — has no power over us. Everything falls into place. We receive inspiration to persevere and
we become authentic instruments of the God’s truth. “Do not fear: | am with you; do not be anxious: |
am your God. | will strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”
(Isaiah 41:10)

Today’s feast tells us precisely who we are. We are the ones to whom the Lord comes. We are the
ones for whom the Almighty becomes a defenseless Child. We are the magi who try to comprehend
God’s Providence. We are the shepherds who are on the margins of society yet the first to hear the
Good News of salvation.We know clearly who the bloodthirsty Herod is. Together with Rachel, we
mourn the death of our children, of our warriors, our destroyed houses, Churches, cities, and villages.
We journey with the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph who are forced to flee their home. Follow their
example and learn how to accept the Son of God into our hearts and lives and walk together in the full
trust in God’s Providence.We are the ones who hear the voice “This is my beloved Son” and are
reassured in our belovedness. This is the cornerstone of our identity. We are with Christ.

Let us be mindful of our heart as it needs protection against evil, hatred, and despair. “Then the peace
of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7)
In the Nativity, let us gaze into the eyes of the loving God, who comes into our turbulent world. God is
where it hurts, God is near, God is with us.

Let this joyful news resonate in our hearts and homes!

We wish you a blessed Christmas and happy New Year!

Christ is born!Glorify Him!
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PI3ABAHE MOCIAHHA enuckonisYkpaiHcbkoiKaTonuubkoillepksu y
CnonyyeHuxLlTataxAMepukn BCE4ECHUMOTLIAIM, NPENOAOOHUMYEHLAM i

YyepHULAM, ceMiHapucTamMTa JOPOrMMBIPHUM

«CmpaxyHema 8 /1t0608i, a, Hagnaku, dockoHananbosnpozarsccemscmpax»(1 I 4:18)
Moporiopatu i cectpu y Xpucri!

Y LenbnarocnoBeHHNYac3BEPTaEMOCAA0KOKHOMOI3Bac3icnoBamMmnHagii, MupyTaconigapHocTi.
XpucrocPoxpaetbcs! CnagimoMoro!

HocsigyytoumpagictePizasal ocnogHboro, nigHecimoHatwimonuTengoKHasaMupy, 6nararoqml7loro3icnaTMMMp,
SKUN3LINIOE, 3aroeTaBigHOBIIIOE.

Mwup, 3UineHHATaBIAHOBNEHHS — LiETe, YoronparHemo i notpebyeMommaci: Ykpaina,
[ETPUBAECTPALLUHAKPOBONPONUTHABINHA, AKANPUHOCUTLCTINBKMOONIO | CTpaXaaHb; HALLILLKONMMICTA,
CTPUBOXeEHIMaCOBUMUCTPINSAHUHAMUTaHacKNNAM; 6hkeHLiHaHaLWMXKOPAOHAX, WO Y pO3navdiTikaloTbBIA3NNAHIB |
Hebe3neku; HaLipoOAMHUTACTINBHOTH, AKIMYYaTbCABIABHYTPILLHIXYBAPIBTA30BHILLHIX3arpo3; HaLlicepus,
LLLOIXTEep3arTbCyMHIB, CTPax, HEMeBHICTb, TPUBOra.

HoycixHacnpuxogutelocnogp i kaxe: «MupsanuwatoBam, MinMMpLalBam; HeTak, SKCBITAAE, 4al0BaMMOTO.
XalHeTpMBOXUTLCACEPLEBALLE, | HECTpaxaeTbes!» (1B 14:27).
CepeaTtsaxknxeunpobyBaHbTa0COBUCTUXBUKIMKIBBIPMO, LWOBOr 3 HamK, | BoxanpaBaanepemoxe.
[nexainMOHaLLydyXOBHYCTINKICTb, 3BepTanmMocsgornubuHHatorocepus. Konmposymiemo, KuMmm €,
TaYCBIZOMMOEMOCBOTOTOXHICTb | MOKIMKAHHS, BOPOT — BHYTPILUHINYX30BHILLUHIA — HEMaeHagHaMWBRaaMW.
TogpimaemoHacHaryiTuenepe, cunygonomaratubnmxHbomy, ctaemonpaBaMBUMUIHCTPYMEHTaMUBOXO0INpaBau:
«Hebincs, 6o a 3 Toboto! Hetpueoxces, 60 g — bortsin! A gogamtobicunu, 5 T06ia0NOMOXY,
nigTpumaroTebenepemoxHoronpasuLeromoetoy (Ic 41:10).

CbOroaHiLHECBATOHAMYITKOrOBOPUTD, KMMcamemu €. Mu € Tumu, gokoronpuxogmtsbor. MurTi,
3apapukoroBcepepxutenscracbessaxucHumOQuram. Mumygpedi, skiocmucnioroteboxuiinpomucen.
MunacTyLUKm, SKiYyTbCAHAMapriHeC], anenepwnMmMYyoTb3BICTKYNPOCNACIHHS.

MusHaemo, XTo € kpueasumlpogom. Mu 3 PaxunnioonniakyeMoCBOIXAiTEN, CBOIXMNONErNMX,
CBOI3HMLLEHINOMIBKM, LiepkBi, MicTa i cena. MuisBoropoauueto i Mocudom, SKiTikaloTb 3 BRaCHOro[omy.
|aimo3aixHiMNpuknagom i BYiMocanpuimMaTti y coeceplie i xuttaboxoroCuHa, KpokyeaTm 3
NOBHOK0BIPOKA0B0XOroNpPoOBMAIHHS.

MwurTi, xTouyeboxuironoc «Lle € Cunmiityntobnenuiny, i yreepmkyemocs y ceoinborontobneHocti. Lle i e
HapiXHWAKaMiHBHALLOITOTOXHOCTI. Mu 3 Xpuctom.

Miknyimocsanpocsoecepue, booHonoTpebyewuinicHoionikueigana, HeHaBMUCTi i Bigyato. «| Mupboxui,
LLOBMLLMABIBYCAKOTOYABNEHHS, BeperTumecepus i aymkmsalli y XpucTilcyci» (dun 4:7).

Y PisggilocnogHboMy, 3BepHiMOCBinornsaaooyeintobnayorolocnoga, AKMANPUXOQUTb Y CBIT,
CnoBMBaETbLCANENEHaMU i narae y sicnax. bortam, gebonuts, borbnuabko, bor 3 Hamw.
HexanuspagicHaBicTKanyHae y Hawumxcepusx i gomiskax!
BaxxaemobnarocnoBeHHWUXCBATPi3gBaXpruCcTOBOroTanpuinaeLlH0roHoBOropoky!

XpuctocPoxpaetbcs! CnasimoMoro!

t Bopucl'yassk,
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